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FROM OUR MINISTER TO STUDENTS...

I’'m a game player. I always have been. It doesn’t really matter what
kind of game it is, [ want to play. I grew up playing organized sports. I start-
ed playing tee ball when I was three and didn’t stop playing baseball until
graduation. I started playing peewee football when I was 9 and played until
graduatlon I started playing basketball when I was in 2™ grade and played
until 9" grade. I played for my golf team for two years in high school and, to
this day, golf is one of my favorite past times. My desire to play games even
extends beyond sports. I enjoy playing card games, video games, board
games, children’s games, trivia games, really anything that has a winner and
loser, I want to play. In fact, anytime my extended family is able to gather
together for a holiday or reunion, there is going to be a lot of Spades and
Rook card games played. One of my earliest memories is watching my par-
ents play Rook with the couple that lived across the street. I wanted my dad
to teach me to play and he said I couldn’t play until I learned to shuffle the
deck of cards. I think I was 6 when I learned to shuffle cards because I was
so desperate to play with them.

I’ve always been like that. [ want to play. I want to win. I DO NOT
want to lose. There’s a quote by Brad Pitt’s character, Billy Beane, in the
movie Moneyball where he says, “I hate losing... I hate it! I hate losing more
than I even wanna win. And there’s a difference.” I am a firm believer in
God’s sense of humor. My wife, whom I love dearly, is the most non-
competitive person I’ve ever met. Her attitude toward competition is she just
wants everyone to have a good time. For those wondering, we don’t do well
as partners when we play games together.

All this being said, I feel like too many times we try to play games
when we shouldn’t, especially when it comes to God. Matt Chandler once
preached a sermon on this subject and he spoke to the truth that God is not
the being to try to win with. We often try to play with God, we try to com-
promise with God. When we feel God calling us to go, speak, tell, or do
something on His behalf, we try to play this game with God where rather
than direct obedience, we try to compromise. “God, rather than going and
telling my coworker about Your love, how about I give an extra $100 this
week.” “God, rather than signing up to work on Serve Sunday next week,
how about I just spend an extra 20 minutes in my quiet time 3 days this
week.” We try to compromise with God, play this game with God, when in
actuality all we are doing is being disobedient to God. He’s not interested in
our compromises. He wants our worship. We worship Him by being obedi-
ent. 1 Samuel 15:22 says, And Samuel said, “Has the Lord, as great delight
in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Be—
hold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams.’

Our obedience is what Christ desires. Anything else is just us playing a game
with God and this is a game we cannot and will not win.

Giving

Be grateful. Give generowsiy.

If you own an Android phone, CLICK HERE to download the app.
If you have an iPhone, CLICK HERE to download the app.
Open the app and select Highland Baptist Church.

If you have the Shelby Membership App, you may provide your cell
number and enter a code provided by the app to obtain your giving
data. If you already have an online giving account, you may sign-in

and give online. If you do not have an online giving account, the app
provides the option to create one.

TEXT GIVING. The number for text giving is 601-340-9409.

CHRISTIAN LOVE AND SYMPATHY ARE EXTENDED TO:
...Billy Britt in the death of his grandson.

SAVE THE DATEN

CHRISTTIMMAS IN
THE HIGHLANDS

NOVEMBER 13
9:00 AM—3:00 PM

HIGHLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
FAMILY LIFE CENTER

THE VERY NEWEST
Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Jay Crane (Holly) on the birth of their
randdaughter, Birdie Zane Crane.
Mrs. Virginia Hodges is the proud great-grandmother.

STEWARDSHIP REPORT OCTOBER 17, 2021

Budget 15,081.42

Child Development Center .00 (C4|2)C l;g(:l,’-“tzo ‘?sa)te 980,367.36
Deslgnated 1549643 CDC Receipts to date 934,989.35
Budget Req. to date (42@ 23,309.06) 978,980.52 SUNDAY SCHOOL 237

Budget Receipts to date 964,131.71 MORNING WORSHIP 245



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ministrybrands.ministryone&hl=en_US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/church-by-ministryone/id1400938486

